
WESTERN CIVALIZATION DOESN’T UNDERSTAND THE STRUGGLES OF NORTHERN LIVING! HEALTHCARE 
IN THE NORTH CAN BE MORE CLOSELY RELATED TO HELATHCARE IN SPACE RATHER THAN THE SOUTH!

How can there be more support in the north in 
particular Nunavik’s healthcare in remote locations?
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After having a conversation with individuals whom have lived
among places above the 55th parallel, we explained this project
to them and they were hurt by the interpretation of this competition. This 
competition asserts a fast past environment which is in stark contrast 
to the lifestyles lived by the people in Nunavik as discussed with one cer-
tain individual. This woman expressed: 
“Life is slower. Determined more by weather, hunting traditions and let's 
wait and see attitudes. [She] adopted 2 Inuit boys and they are very intelli-
gent, but live daily at a slower pace. It’s part of the culture or 'in the 
blood’ so to speak. [She] use to think, her environment formed who we 
are. [Her] boys have taught [her] that their heritage is very strong in how 
[they] act and think which helped form them.”

Accessible healthcare is one of the leading concerns for the communities 
of Nunavik. The one discerning factor to a lack of easily accessible 
healthcare in the remote communities is its isolation. One could compare 
the shipping of medical supplies to areas above the 55th parallel to 
flying them into space. In both cases, supplies must be precisely invento-
ried, calculated for weight and must meet the dimensional requirements 
to fit securely in the shuttle or aircraft for transportation. 

What exactly is it that we are reassembling?  Why do we need to reassemble this place?  What parts are broken within these communities? What are the possible solutions with foreigners inviting 
themselves in, to solve issues for these communities without knowing the land and their culture? We understand little about them. We know no one from the community and somehow in three days we are 
to create a concept and a design, which is a more improved version of the outbuildings that these individuals have spent their lives reconstructing and rebuilding already? What knowledge can we share 
with them that they may not know already? How can we as young designers help solve these issues so quickly about Nunavik’s communities?
We will truly never understand these issues; we will only be aware of them and be able to start a conversation about our relationship with northern life.

this makes readily available medical supplies and the restock of medical 
supplies hard to come by.  this leads us to the lack of provisions to 
combat basic healthcare issues, high suicide rates and high rates of 
addiction. before we begin to hadddve the desire to reassemble the north 
we need to deconstruct judgmental perceptions of  the north. the indige-
nous people of nunavik have unique and remarkable abilities to transom 
the resources that are found into functional and livable dwellings. 
although the impending housing crisis there, we should be striving to 
learn from them in harmony to gain an understanding and help further 
the betterment of their communities. to do so we must initiate the use of 
social networking to converse with the community’s leaders and elders. 
the goal should not be to impose knowledge onto the community , but to 
be directly involved with the elders and the imunicipaliites and seek their 
consent to share information, which will benefit all parties. a dialogue 
must be formed to gain awareness of the beneficial and detrimental 
events in their lives, and take the necessary step for the improvement to 
their health.

we will finish off with a question: how can there be more support in the 
north, in particular nunavik’s healthcare in remote locations? 


